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TO:

APA California Chapter Board Meeting

FROM:
Betsy McCullough, AICP, Vice President of Conferences

DATE:
January 16/17, 2015

SUBJECT:
2016 Chapter Conference (Los Angeles Section) and 2017 Chapter Conference (Sacramento Valley Section)

Recommended Action: 

Approve the proposed Co-Chairs for the 2016 Chapter Conference hosted by the Los Angeles Section in Pasadena.  
Accept a verbal status report regarding site location for the 2017 Chapter Conference hosted by the Sacramento Valley Section in Sacramento, and approve the location and dates if negotiations can be concluded by the date of the Board meeting.
Background:

2016 Conference Co-Chairs

The Los Angeles Section has forwarded the names of their carefully-selected and proposed Co-Chairs for the 2016 Conference to be held October 22-25 at the Pasadena Convention Center and Westin Hotel. See attached report from Marissa Aho, Los Angeles Section Director, regarding their proposed Co-Chairs and members of their ‘emeritus committee’.
2017 Site Selection Status
The Chapter Site Selection Committee has worked with HPN’s Paul Miller, Regional Vice President, to select a location and dates for the 2017 Chapter conference.  It was decided that the conference would be held in the City of Sacramento. Working with our general fall timeframe and selected location, several options for dates, hotels and convention space were explored. Discussions are ongoing at this time and we hope to have dates and specific location for Board action. If a recommendation is not fully developed, details regarding the status of discussion will be shared at the Board meeting. 
2016 APA California Conference
October 22-25, 2016 in Pasadena, California
@ the Pasadena Convention Center and Westin Hotel

Co-Chairs Recommendations

The Los Angeles Section recommends Kevin J. Keller, AICP, Melani Smith, AICP, and Meghna Khanna to Co-Chair the 2016 APA California Conference! We are confident that these three nominees are the perfect combination of experience and innovation.  They are well-established multi-taskers who are ready to take on this tremendous opportunity.  APA Los Angeles has also formed an “emeritus committee” to assist the co-chairs in planning the 2016 conference. Members of this committee include previous State and National conference co-chairs, Marissa Aho, AICP, Vince Bertoni, AICP, Kurt Christiansen, AICP and Steve Preston, FAICP.  Brian Eck, Vice Director of Membership, will also be serving as the APA Los Angeles Board liaison to the Conference Committee. This group met on December 22nd, 2014 to formally kick-off the conference planning process and I am pleased to report that “everything’s coming up roses” in Pasadena. Much more to come in 2015!

Please see the co-chair’s bios below: 

Kevin J. Keller, AICP

As Director of Planning and Housing Policy for Mayor Eric Garcetti, Kevin is chief advisor to the Mayor on land use, development matters, and housing programs.  Managing a team within the Mayor’s Office of Economic Development, Kevin works closely with General Managers of related city departments to coordinate city initiatives and attract investment through improved development services.  

Previously, Kevin was a Senior Planner with the Department of City Planning, managing the Central Los Angeles, Westside, and San Fernando Valley regions, including the Hollywood Community Plan, Wilshire Grand redevelopment, and LA Live.  Kevin joined the City of Los Angeles in 1999, after receiving his master’s degree in urban planning from the Harvard University Graduate School of Design and his undergraduate degree in environmental studies from UCLA.   

Kevin has served as APA California President (2011-2012) and APA Los Angeles Section Director (2005-2009). Kevin played key roles in the 2008, 2011 and 2012 APA California Conferences and the 2012 APA National Conference. 

Melani Smith, AICP

Melani Smith is Director of Planning and Urban Design and President/CEO of downtown Los Angeles based Meléndrez, a landscape architecture, urban planning and urban design firm. In addition to her firmwide role, Melani leads the firm’s Urban Design and Planning team, focusing on cutting edge urban open space and connectivity/multimodal access design solutions, high quality graphic products, and creative community engagement.  Melani’s recent work has included leading the consulting team developing a transformational, APA award winning, Streetscape Master Plan (now implemented on the ground in a pilot form) to “road diet” and transform Broadway in the historic theater district in downtown Los Angeles.  She is also leading the design of the Figueroa Corridor Streetscape Project, which will shift the balance on the major corridor linking south Los Angeles to downtown and improve mobility for pedestrians, cyclists, transit riders and drivers. Once completed, the corridor will accommodate separated cycle lanes, a first in Los Angeles.  Melani currently co-chairs ULI Los Angeles’s Land Use Leadership Committee, and the Central City Association’s Downtown 2020 Committee.  She is a member of Mayor Garcetti’s Great Streets Initiative Technical Advisory Group, in the City of Los Angeles.  She also served as a Planning Commissioner in the City of Long Beach from 2007 to 2014. Melani is also an alumnus of the APA Los Angeles Board of Directors. 


Meghna Khanna

As Transportation Planning Manager IV for Los Angeles County Metropolitan Transportation Authority (Metro), Meghna is the Deputy Project Manager for Airport Metro Connector (96th Street/Aviation Station).  She is coordinating with the Crenshaw/LAX project team and LAWA to integrate Automated People Mover program with Airport Metro Connector and will be managing the Architectural and Engineering team for this iconic station.

Previously, Meghna was a Senior Associate with Gruen Associates for nearly 8 years. She managed the Long Beach Downtown and TOD Pedestrian Master Plan for City of Long Beach, Century Corridor Streetscape Plan for LAWA and 2014 APA National Transportation Achievement Award recipient SANBAG Improvements to Transit Access for Cyclists and Pedestrians. She also assisted in preparing urban design and streetscape concepts for City of Los Angeles Transit Neighborhood Plan for Expo Phase II stations. Meghna joined Gruen Associates in 2007, after receiving her master’s degree in urban planning from University of Michigan, Ann Arbor.


Meghna recently completed a 2-year term as Young Planners Group Director for APA Los Angeles. 

