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AGENDA ITEM F-1
DATE:

October 6, 2013
TO:

APA California Board of Directors

FROM:

Steven A. Preston, FAICP, Chapter Historian – South


Larry Mintier, FAICP, Chapter Historian - North
SUBJECT:
CHAPTER HISTORIANS ANNUAL PROGRESS REPORT
RECOMMENDATION
We recommend that this report be received and filed.  No other action is requested at this time.
REPORT
The following report summarizes activities of the Chapter Historians over the past six months.  
	ACTIVITY
	UPDATE

	Annual Conference
	We have prepared information for the Historian’s table at the annual conference.

	Archives (CSUN)
	There have been some changes in staffing at CSUN: Cindy Ventuleth, who had been a part of the original team that oversaw the creation of the archives, has retired after helping secure the Betty Croly collection a year ago.  But we are pleased to report that we are in communication with the new staff and continue to pay an annual maintenance fee toward our collections.

	Awards
	We participated once again in the Annual Chapter Awards program.   After two years of receiving multiple nominations, this year we did not receive a nomination in either the Planning Landmark or Planning Pioneer categories.  We continue to place items in California Planner, on the website, and through outreach to local sections.

	Cal Planner
	We continue to regularly develop and submit articles concerning the landmark and pioneer awards and planning history topics.  Thanks to Cal Planner editor Dorina Blythe for her assistance.


	Chapter Historical Records 
	We have made significant progress on two projects to help maintain easily accessible records concerning the Chapter’s history:

(1) Updating the databases created for the 60th anniversary in 2008;

(2) Establishing a binder of biographies of many of the state’s historically important planners

(3) Documenting past Planning Landmark nominations.

Larry Mintier has also been collecting some of these materials over the years, so that between the two of us we will have a much greater amount of readily available information about Chapter history than has been the case in the past.

	Chapter Website
	We contributed updated text and documents to the re-envisioning of the APACA website, and are looking forward to participating in its launch. 

	Planning Magazine/ Planners of Color Project
	Janet Ruggiero has kindly agreed to take on the task of reviewing the interview materials compiled for the video.   The project has been on hold due to some family and business issues that have intervened.

	Planner Emeritus Network
	Thanks to George Osner, we have re-established our connection with the Planner Emeritus Network, and continue to explore ways of supporting each others’ missions.  Stan Hoffman was re-elected President of PEN at your last meeting, and we will be participating in PEN events at the conference.

	Los Angeles Region Planning History Group (LARPHG)
	Steve Preston continues to participate in meetings of the Los Angeles Region Planning History Group, by which we have access to scholars and researchers working to preserve the history of planning in California and in the Los Angeles area.  The Group is hosted each month by the Huntington Library in San Marino.  Steve hosted this year’s LARPHG colloquium, on the history of the urban block, at San Gabriel City Hall.

	Section Historians
	I am pleased to report that active Section Historian programs are operating in both the Northern Section, under the direction of Juan Borrelli, and in the Inland Empire Section, under the guidance of new Section Historian Gus Gonzales.  
Steve traveled to Riverside in the spring to meet with Gus and with outgoing Chapter Historian Miguel Angel Vasquez, and is planning to moderate a symposium for the Section to be held in November.

We would encourage any other sections with an interest to contact Larry or me for more information concerning setting up a Section Historian’s program.


FUTURE GOALS
These are the goals that we would propose to work on during the coming year:

1. Further strengthen the archives collection and our easy-reference collection of biographies and historical materials.
2. Strengthen our existing bonds with APA California’s Planner Emeritus Network (PEN).

3. Continue work on the Chapter history video, which has been delayed.  
4. Arrange a visit to view the UC Berkeley archives, where APA California’s predecessor organization, the California Association of Planners, has records going back to the 1930s.

5. Secure full collections of APACA Minutes and California Planning Roundtable minutes for the Chapter archives.
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