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House of Origin Deadline Passes Leaving Behind Some Bills 
The legislative deadline to pass all bills out of the house of origin expired on May 30th. Most bills that APA California is following made it to the other house, however a few did not and are now considered “dead”. APA California supported one of those key measures that failed: SB 1451, which would have attempted again to substantially reduce the occurrence of late comments submitted on the day the project is scheduled to be approved.  Fixing this practice is a priority for APA and the APA/AEP Enhanced CEQA Action Team (ECAT). Unfortunately, in spite of substantial support for this proposal, opposition from many environmental organizations led to its failure this year.
The Governor released his revised budget mid-May in preparation for passing the final budget on or before June 15th. The budget is now in the Budget Conference Committee where the two houses reconcile differences between the two houses on specific budget items. One of those proposals is a Governor’s budget trailer bill allocating Cap and Trade monies under AB 32.  Under discussion is using Cap and Trade funding for planning and projects consistent with SB 375 through Strategic Growth Council grants, as well as a permanent source of funding for high-speed rail.  Those discussions are ongoing.
The Air Resources Board adopted the first update to the Scoping Plan on May 22, 2014. As previously noted, there are quite a few strategies related to local land use in the document. For more information, please visit: 
http://www.arb.ca.gov/cc/scopingplan/document/updatedscopingplan2013.htm
To view the full list of hot planning bills, copies of the measures, up-to-the minute status and APA California positions, please go to the legislative page on APA California’s website at www.apacalilfornia.org. 

Below is a list of key planning bills that APA California has been actively lobbying: 
AB 52 (Gatto) Impacts of Projects on Tribal Resources Under CEQA: This bill, sponsored by the Native American tribes, is intended to provide a separate statutory process for tribes to engage in the California Environmental Quality Act review process to avoid significant effects on tribal resources. AB 52 as it is currently in print still includes processes, definitions and timelines that are not consistent with CEQA.  APA California, as well as the League of Cities, CSAC, RCRC and California Building Industry attorneys, worked on language late last year that would provide a process to protect tribal resources, but also ensure that changes made to CEQA are feasible within and compatible with the existing CEQA process.  The Governor through the Office of Planning and Research also weighed in on amendments.  However, the bill did not move last year or earlier this year, stalling further negotiations.  Although the tribes did not take the stakeholders’ amendments, the tribes have decided to set the bill in the Senate Environmental Quality Committee in June to allow the bill to meet deadlines and stay alive.  APA will continue to work with the tribes, stakeholders and OPR on amendments should the bill pass out of the Environmental Quality Committee.
APA California Position: Work with tribes on definitions and process 
STATUS: In the Senate Environmental Quality Committee
AB 1147 (Bonilla) – Massage Therapy Act of 2014: This bill will assist cities and counties in dealing with those in the massage industry who are involved in unlawful activities and regain planning tools lost with the passage of SB 731 (2008).  While well intended, SB 731 actually resulted in many unintended consequences and essentially the deregulation of the massage industry.  Of specific interest to APA is a provision in AB 1147 to remove the current requirement that local agencies must  “uniformly” regulate massage parlors in the same manner that the jurisdiction regulates other professional businesses – obviously, however, an accountant’s office is not the same as a massage parlor. This requirement and others in SB 731 tied the hands of local agencies in their efforts to ensure that health and safety standards are met. To remedy that problem, AB 1147 authorizes local agencies to adopt ordinances to require massage establishments to obtain a license or permit, and to comply with reasonable health and safety standards.
APA California Position: Support
STATUS: In Senate Business, Professions and Economic Development Committee 
AB 1961 (Eggman) – Sustainable Farmland Strategy This bill would have required each county with significant agricultural land resources to develop, on or before January 2, 2018, a sustainable farmland strategy. Specifically, the bill would have required the Sustainable Farmland Strategy to include a map and inventory of all agriculturally zoned land within the county, and a description of the goals, strategies, and related policies and ordinances designed to retain agriculturally zoned land where practical and mitigate the loss of agriculturally zoned land to nonagricultural uses or zones. APA California worked closely with the sponsors and was supportive of the bill, but asked that the author consider a CEQA exemption for the adoption of these Sustainable Farmland Strategies. 
APA California Position: Support

STATUS:  Held in the Assembly Appropriations Committee and will not go forward this year 

AB 2188 (Muratsuchi) – Residential Rooftop Solar Permitting: Original language in this bill would have required local agencies to adopt a new ordinance creating an expedited permitting and inspection process for residential rooftop solar systems under 10 kilowatts, requiring permit approval within 24 hours and a completed inspection within 2 days. APA, along with the League, CSAC, RCRC and others strongly opposed the bill.  Obviously, the timelines are infeasible and would have made solar permits a priority at the expense of every other type of permit. The day of the bill’s first hearing, amendments were offered by the author to instead require a city or county to adopt an ordinance that creates a checklist that the solar application must meet to be approved. An application that meets the city or county adopted checklist would be deemed completed upon receipt, provided all required information is provided. As for inspections, the timeline was changed from 2 days to 5 days.  If a city or county cannot meet that timeframe, they would have the option of adopting an ordinance providing for a different timeframe. APA California has requested an additional clarification: should the first inspection fail and require a re-inspection, that re-inspection would not be required to be completed in the same 5-day timeframe. If the author takes this amendment, APA California will move to a neutral position. 
APA California Position: Oppose Unless Amended
STATUS: In Assembly Governance and Finance Committee 
AB 2280 (Alejo) – Community Revitalization and Investment Authorities: AB 2280 would authorize the creation of a new entity at the local level, a Community Revitalization Investment Authority (CRIA), that would provide a limited redevelopment option for the most disadvantaged and poorest areas of the state.  A CRIA would be empowered to invest the property tax increment of consenting local agencies (other than schools) and other available funding to reduce crime rates, repair deteriorated and inadequate infrastructure, and develop affordable housing.  It would have similar powers to former redevelopment agencies, but would be required to have no impact on school funding, and would increase the traditional affordable housing set-aside from 20% to 25% with expanded accountability criteria.
APA California Position:  Support

STATUS: In Senate Transportation and Housing Committee 
AB 2561 (Bradford) – “By right” Urban Entrepreneurial Gardens: Originally this bill would have mandated that community agriculture (community gardens), entrepreneurial agricultural (on site sales in residential and commercial zones), and personal agriculture (produce grown for the homeowners’ own use) be authorized in the entire city or county “by right”. APA California, along with the League, asked that the bill be amended to remove the section of the bill restricting local zoning ordinances and requirements for these gardens. The Assembly Local Government Committee agreed and the author amended the bill to remove restrictions on local governments. With that amendment, APA removed its opposition. 
APA California Position: Neutral as Amended 
STATUS: In Senate Rules Committee 
SB 674 (Corbett) – CEQA Exemption for Mixed Use Infill Projects: This bill would revise the statutory CEQA residential infill exemption by increasing the amount of allowable neighborhood-serving goods, services, or retail uses from 15% to 25% of the building square footage. 
APA California Position: Support 
STATUS: In Senate Natural Resources 
SB 1077 (DeSaulnier) – Vehicle Miles Traveled Tax Study: This bill would have required the Department of Motor Vehicles to develop and implement, by July 1, 2015, a pilot program designed to assess issues related to implementing a vehicle-miles-traveled fee in California.. 
APA California Position: Support 

STATUS: Assembly Transportation Committee 
SB 1122 (Pavley) - Cap and Trade Funds for Sustainable Projects: This bill would require the Strategic Growth Council to provide financial assistance to local government agencies for adoption or implementation of a regional plan that meets the goals related to the California Global Warming Solutions Act of 2006. APA California asked that the bill be amended to make it clear funding can be used for infill related projects that are consistent with the Sustainable Communities Strategy, which the author agreed to include. Unfortunately the bill was held in the Senate Appropriations Committee and will not go forward this year.

APA California Position: Support 

STATUS: Held in the Senate Appropriations Committee and will not go forward this year 

SB 1451 (Hill and Roth) – CEQA Late Comments Remedy: This bill would have restricted very late comments provided at the end of the CEQA process on the day a project is scheduled to be approved. While the bill narrowly passed the Senate Environmental Quality Committee, the author decided not to move the bill this year due to significant opposition from environmental organizations. 
APA California Position: Support 

STATUS:  Dead
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