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Attachment 
TO:

APA California Chapter Board  

FROM:
Dave Ward, APA California Section Director Central Coast

DATE:
APA California Chapter Board Meeting January 2015 Board Retreat
SUBJECT:
2014 All-Sections Activities Report
Recommended Action:

Receive the 2014 year-end compiled by the Section Directors identifying all the activities conducted by each of their sections. The activities range from training programs, awards and other community engagement events, student programming, AICP member expansion and development activities, to new endeavors and developing section board capacity through succession planning and administrative functions. While the report serves to provide the State Board an accounting of significant membership benefits that happen locally, it also serves as an excellent reference tool for section boards that seek new and innovative activities and potential “best practices” to bring back to their own sections. 
The report requires no action by the Board.
Central Section
2014 Activities Report
Ralph Kachadourian Section Director

The Central Section covers eleven counties in the central interior of California and represents a wide diversity of planning contexts, including urban, suburban, small town and rural areas. It is a networking and continuing education organization for professional planners in the Central San Joaquin Valley and Eastern Sierra regions of California. Members in the Section, totaling close to 200, work in private firms, as consultants, or in city/county government.

Section Membership Activities

Section Board: 

In 2013, new leadership has come to our board and they are ready to move our section forward in the coming years. The current board members are; Benjamin Kimball, Section Director Elect and incoming Section Director in January 2015; Sung Kwon, AICP, Director for Administration and Finance (treasurer); Rob Terry, AICP, Director for Professional Development; Holly Owen, Director of Membership & Public Information; and Ralph Kachadourian, Past Section Director and CPF Section Liaison.  The board is actively seeking members to fill the position of Assistant Section Director/Elect and to recruit for other appointed board positions. 

2014 Central California Planning Commissioner Workshop; 

The Central Section played the major host and co-sponsor of this Workshop held in Visalia.  This was the third successful, engaging and entertaining Workshop in the heart of our agriculturally rich Central San Joaquin Valley, where planning commissioners and staff enjoyed the entertaining and informative sessions and networking with fellow commissioners from city and county agencies.

21st Sierra Planner’s Retreat;

Held each year on the last weekend in August at Lake Sequoia, Camp YMCA, in the Sierra National Forest, the retreat provides planners, their families and fellow professionals an opportunity to relax and enjoy a beautiful mountain lake environment with fishing, boating, swimming and hiking while engaging in a professional development program with CM credits.

San Joaquin Valley Regional Policy Council Fall Conference:

The Section participated and co-sponsored this annual conference held by the 8-County region of San Joaquin Valley MPO’s and COG’s.  Many of our Section members actively participated in sessions and as speakers and moderators for this conference.

City & Regional Planning Program at Fresno State (CSU);

The Section has been at the forefront this past year in the university’s efforts to establish an undergraduate degree program in planning as well as re-establishing the former graduate degree program in City & Regional Planning.  A graduate level certificate program through the University’s Extension program will also be offered in fall 2015.  Three of our board members were selected to serve on the advisory committees for these academic planning programs through the university’s Community & Regional Planning Center.

Events/Mixers;

We have been actively meeting and participating in various joint events, training sessions and social functions with members of the Central Chapter of the Association of Environmental Professionals (AEP).  In December, we held our joint APA/AEP Christmas Holiday mixer at Peeve’s Public House on the Fulton Mall as well as our traditional Christmas Tree Lane Walk-Night, the 2-mile boulevard of majestic residences with lighted cedar trees and yard decorations. We continue to build on our relationship with the AEP Central Chapter as many of their membership are also Central Section APA members.

Section Planning Awards:

For 2014, four public agencies were recognized for outstanding achievements in land use planning and best practices:

· Outstanding Planning Award - Urban Design: City of Sonora and RBF Consulting for “Vision Sonora”

· Planning Award of Merit - Comprehensive Planning: Small Jurisdiction:  City of Hanford and Quad Knopf, Inc. for the “Hanford Downtown East Precise Plan”

· Outstanding Planning Award – Transportation Planning: City of Newman and PlaceWorks for the “Newman Non-Motorized Transportation Plan”

· Outstanding Planning Award – Innovation in Green Community Planning: City of

Delano and Raimi + Associates for the “Delano Health and Sustainability Element”

Newsletters:

In 2013 we established two newsletters that go out to our section members as well as

others engaged in land use and environmental planning within our central section region.  “Planning Central” is our official section newsletter and the “Valley Planner’s Network” both of which provide informational items related to the San Joaquin Valley Blueprint and Greenprint, and Smart Growth as well as other planning related topics, events, sessions and job announcements.

Central Coast Section
2014 Activities Report
Dave Ward, AICP, Section Director

Section Development Efforts and National Recognition

Board Process and Improvements

The Board continued in 2014 its administrative efforts to improve organizational management, succession planning, board processes and procedures. Bylaws update was adopted to better define roles and responsibility. YPG positions were elevated to elected positions and the Finance Officer position was expanded to 3 year term, with first year serving as Finance Office Elect, in order to overlap with current Finance Officer to provide better transition, similar to the Section Director Elect/Director function. Annual programming calendar remains in development and website update/use is next up for 2015.

Great Streets Recognition – Santa Barbara’s State Street

In October, State Street was selected out of a pool of 100 potential candidates to be recognized as an APA Great Street in America and we are so pleased to have that honor and distinction.  Kudos to Kim Prillhart, Planning Director, Ventura County and Bettie Weiss, City Planner SB City who spent hours and hours to prepare the nomination application package on behalf of the Section.

YPG Mentorship Program

This year our Young Planners Group launched the Planner Pods! This curiously-named organization is an offshoot of the CCAPA Mentorship Program organized by the Young Planners Group of CCAPA. Each Planner Pod consists of three or four professionals in the field of Planning, from both the public and private sectors, with a range of experience, from young professionals to seasoned veterans. 
Section Activities

JANUARY


· 2nd SLO COUNTY CITIZEN PLANNING ACADEMY,  San Luis Obispo, CA

The Academy will provide an engaging opportunity for SLO County Citizens to learn about community planning, public involvement, governmental organization, and other related land use and environmental issues. Speakers are knowledgeable planners and expert practitioners.

FEBRUARY

· 2nd SLO COUNTY CITIZEN PLANNING ACADEMY, San Luis Obispo, CA

· MiMBY - MOVIES IN MY BACKYARD, Iron and Resin, 324 E. Main Street, Ventura CA

The first MiMBY of the year will be the film screening of Why We Ride, a documentary about motorcycle culture. 
MARCH


· APA Brown Bag Lunch and Learn Opportunity (Webinar, 65 minutes) - 1.0 CM City of Ventura City Hall, Santa Cruz Conference Room

Sex, Guns and God! The 1st and 2nd Amendments and Local Regulation -- Drawing from practice-based experience and lessons from case law,  for local regulatory rights from the First and Second Amendments of the U.S. Constitution. 
MAY

· FUNK ZONE PLANNING TOUR, Municipal Winemakers, 22 Anacapa Street, Santa Barbara 

This walking tour will give you the opportunity to taste local foods and wines, learn about the area's history, and understand how today's planners are integrating new buildings and projects. 

· WEBINAR: PLANNING FOR HEALTHY PLACES (I) - 6.0 CM CREDITS, Ventura City Hall

Planning for Healthy Places with Health Impact Assessments is a 'how to' guide for conducting health impact assessments (HIAs), developed by the American Planning Association and the National Association of County & City Health Officials, sponsored by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. (Part II was on May 21.)

· 2014 APACA CENTRAL COAST PLANNING AWARDS, Corwin Pavilion, UCSB

Our Section Awards event was held on the campus of University of California, Santa Barbara  in where Masters students from the Bren School shared their projects during happy hour, a dinner honoring our award recipients, and concluded the night with our first ever AICP Planner Bowl. 

JUNE

· EMERGENCY ORDINANCE E - 1.0 CM Credit, Ventura County Government Center

Join us for an informative Brown Bag Lunch presentation on Emergency Ordinance E...an Ordinance adopted by the Fox Canyon Groundwater Management Agency Imposing Agency-Wide Reductions of Extractions, 

· MiMBY - MOVIES IN MY BACKYARD - .5  CM , Ojai CA

Learn more about the Tiny House movement! The tour will be followed by a screening of the popular documentary, Tiny, at 7:00 pm at the Ojai Valle Green Coalition 

JULY



· THE MILITARY BASE NEXT DOOR - LAND USE COMPATIBILITY AND NAVAL BASE VENTURA COUNTY, Naval Base, Ventura CA (1.0 CM Credit)

Please join us for a discussion on local efforts at coordinating land use with local military operations at Naval Base Ventura County. We will discuss the Naval Base Ventura County Joint Land Use Study (JLUS), the Air Installation Compatibility Use Zone (AICUZ) Study, The Readiness and Environmental Protection Integration (REPI) Program, and more.

· COMMUNITY COLLABORATIONS - APA Volunteer Event, Senior Garden, Oxnard CA

Please join the Central Coast American Planning Association (CCAPA) and give back to the senior community by volunteering at the County of Ventura Senior Garden. 

AUGUST

· YOUNG PLANNERS GROUP (YPG) AGENCY TOUR, AMEC Environment & Infrastructure, Inc., 104 W. Anapamu Street, Santa Barbara CA

This event will provide an opportunity for planners, and those interested in planning, to meet and network with local professionals and learn about: (1) company organization and specializations; (2) skills required for prospective employees; and (3) regional projects examples. 

· MiMBY - MOVIES IN MY BACKYARD, Mainstreet Architects, 422 E. Main Street, Ventura

In lights of the recent Ventura County decision to deny plans for a Siberian tiger training facility in June, we will be screening Elephants in the Living Room. Prior to the film, County Planner Jay Dobrowalski will lead a discussion on how the County addresses wild animals from the planning perspective. 

SEPTEMBER


· WIRELESS LAW: PLANNING TO COMPLY - 1.0 LAW CM. Oxnard City Hall, West Conference Room, 214 South C Street, Oxnard CA

A lecture exploring in depth state, federal, and local law and regulation issues related to tower siting, including tower siting in the public right of way which is subject to CPUC regulations. 

· PLANNING COMMISSIONER GUIDE TO WIRELESS ORDINANCES - 0.5 CM Credit, Oxnard City Hall Council Chambers, 305 West 3rd Street, Oxnard CA

A presentation and question/answer session regarding the role of the Planning Commission, applicable law, state of the technology, and trends in processing and reviewing wireless permit applications. 

· VENTURA PARK(ING) DAY, Main Street, Ventura CA

Park(ing) Day is an annual worldwide event where artists, designers, and citizens transform metered parking spaces into temporary public parks and open space. See parkingday.org to learn more. 

OCTOBER

· SB OPEN STREETS, Cabrillo Blvd., Santa Barbara CA

Our streets come alive along a 2.5 mile car-free stretch of Cabrillo Blvd. from Anacapa Street to the Bird Refuge along beautiful Santa Barbara's beachfront. Come bike, blade, skateboard, walk, run, skip, jump rope, hula-hoop, sing, dance, play, do yoga, zumba, join fitness classes & bootcamps, watch live music, dance & art performances, enjoy local healthy food...and anything else your heart desires to do in the street when there are no cars to worry about! 

· MiMBY - MOVIES IN MY BACKYARD, 2436 San Nicholas Street, Ventura CA

This month we will be watching the documentary, Urbanized, which looks at the issues and strategies behind urban design and features some of the world's foremost architects, planners, policymakers, builders, and thinkers. 

DECEMBER

· HOLIDAY PARTIES IN ALL 3 SUBSECTIONS, JOINT WITH AEP.

· WEBINAR: 2014 CALIFORNIA LEGISLATIVE UPDATE - 1.5 CM LAW CREDITS, Ventura City Hall, Santa Cruz Conference Room, 501 Poli Street, Ventura CA

Join us for an update on the 2014 California Legislative Session, which will provide members with an update of the planning related legislation that APA California lobbied in 2014, including detailed information on recently signed laws, implementation recommendations, and adopted regulations that directly affect planners and land use planning in California. Speakers: David M. Snow and Sande George. This event is free for APA members and $10 for non-members. 

Inland Empire

To Be Provided 

Los Angeles Section 
2014 Activities Report
Marissa Aho, AICP, Section Director

JANUARY

· APA Los Angeles Board Retreat

FEBRUARY

· Young and Emerging Planning Professionals (YEPP) and Young Professionals in Transportation, transportation Gold line networking event.

· People St. Q&A with LADOT

MARCH

· Green Infrastructure tour of Elmer Avenue

· Co-hosted Sustainability @ City Hall (Los Angeles) with LAGBC-LA

· Mural Tour of the Arts District with Council District 14 and Cartwheel Art.

APRIL

· AICP Study Session at USC

· Co-hosted a presentation by Benjamin Ross on the “Dead End: Suburban Sprawl and the Rebirth of American Urbanism” with AIA|LA and ULI-LA.

MAY

· Co-presented a tour of the Los Angeles River with ASLA.

· YEPP hosted a mentor roundtable at UCLA

JUNE

· “Pre-Awards” tours of Downtown’s Lost Subway Terminal and Grand Central Market

· “Pre-Awards” tour of Bringing Back Broadway

· “Pre-Awards” tour Behind the Scenes of the Los Angeles Theater

· Awards Gala at the historic Los Angeles Theater on Broadway. Awarded 31 awards.

· Inaugural Summer in the City tour in Inglewood (Renovated Forum, Hollywood Park Construction Site, and Live/Work Artist workspaces)

· Hosted “meet up” at Dwell on Design

JULY

· Summer in the City tour in Duarte (New Gold line station and award-winning TOD plan and adjacent City of Hope campus)

· Mid-year APA Los Angeles Board Retreat

AUGUST

· New redesigned website!

· Summer in the City tour in Santa Monica (Expo line transit terminus, multi-modal hub, award-winning Tongva Park)

· YEPP Torrance Brewery Talk & Tour

SEPTEMBER

· Summer in the City tour in Glendale (Planning Animated)

· Co-hosted Sustainability @ City Hall (Los Angeles) with USGBC, AIA and ULI

· Co-hosted Professional Practitioners Assembly with AIA, ASLA, ASCE & LASAN

· Joint Young Professionals Happy Hour with ASCE and ASLA

· Union Station Master Plan Talk & Tour

OCTOBER

· Annual “Signature Event” Planning for the Sharing Economy – 3 panels @ The Reef/Maker City LA

· Co-hosted Sustainability @ City Hall (Los Angeles) with USGBC, AIA and ULI

· Partnering Organization at  Los Angeles Business Council’s Mayoral Housing, Transportation and Jobs Summit

NOVEMBER

· Fall Student-Professional Mixer

· 9th Annual Student Symposium held at Cal Poly, Pomona

· Planning Local in a Global City inaugural tour A Taste of Thai Town with SixTaste and Thai CDC

DECEMBER

· Board Election announced.  Ashley Atkinson elected Section Director for 2016-2017. 

· AICP Information Session

· Holiday Party at Plan Check/Fairfax

Orange County

To Be Provided 

Northern Section
2014 Activities Report
Jeff Baker, AICP, Section Director

The Northern Section of APA California extends along the coast from Monterey Bay to the Oregon border and includes the highly populated nine-county San Francisco Bay Area. The section is comprised of 1,600 APA members from throughout the Section.  APA California-Northern promotes and provides to our members no or low-cost educational events, social functions and other activities that: Provide an arena for communication and exchange of information; Raise member awareness and involvement in APA affairs; Increase public awareness of the importance of planning; Encourage professionalism in the conduct of its members; and Foster a sense of community among the members.
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Oakland 2015 – APA California Conference

The 2015 APA California Annual Conference will be held at the Oakland Marriot October 3-6. The Northern Section Local Host Committee, a group of over 50 volunteers, is actively working to organize this exciting conference. The theme of the conference is “Rooted in Authenticity”.

Communications
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The Northern Section utilizes a variety of methods to communicate with our membership and share information. A central focus of our communication is our newsletter, the Northern News. The Section also sends out timely information via email twice per month though our “eNews”.  We also continue to increase our social media presence by way of Facebook, Twitter and LinkedIn. 
eNews 

· The Communications Director disturbed a total of 25 issues of the Northern Section’s eNews email distribution. 

· A special 2015 APA California Chapter Oakland Conference section is now part of the eNews designed to provide news and opportunities for participation. 

Social Media
· Since January, we have increased our social media presents as follows:

· Facebook: 204 to 245 likes.

· Twitter: 104 to 209 followers.

· LinkedIn: 1,060 to 1,170 followers. 

Northern News 

· Our Section newsletter, the Northern News, is published online 10 times per year. 

· Average of 11,000 words and 24 images per issue in 2013 versus 13,000 words and 30 images per issue in 2014.

· Using Constant Contact email to notify nearly 4,000 people when the News is online as a virtual magazine and a readable/downloadable PDF. 

· For the six issues published from April 22, 2014 through Oct. 28, 2014, email “opens” were 7,399, or 1,233 per issue — an increase of 22 percent over the previous six issues.

· For the same time periods, Issuu.com reported 10,015 impressions, or 1,669 per issue, a nearly five-fold increase. 

· Started a new feature, “Meet a local planner,” in the April 2013 edition. 

· The column has interviewed 16 planners (seven in 2013 and nine in 2014.) 

· Of those, half were female, half were male. Ten were AICP; four were not APA members. Nine planners worked in cities, large and small; the other seven were consultants or worked for institutions, counties, or regions.

· Another new feature, part of the run up to the 2015 Chapter Conference, is “My Oakland”.

· The column has interviewed Oaklanders Barry Miller, FAICP (Feb. 2014), Cindy Ma (April), Rosie Dudley (July-August), and Mike Rivera (October).

· Entered into a relationship with Next City, a nonprofit that began as the quarterly “Next American City” in Philadelphia in 2003. Current funders are the Ford Foundation, The Rockefeller Foundation, Surdna Foundation, and The Knight Foundation. 

· The Northern News republishes selected articles that initially appear in Next City.

· Next City offers APA California readers a 15 percent discount on Forefront, Next City’s subscription-only, long-form series. 

· Northern News published Next City articles (and ads) in our May, July-August, September, and November editions.

Professional and Networking by Regional Activity Coordinators (RAC)

North Bay

The North Bay RAC co-hosted two social networking events with AEP, hosted 4 Brown Bag lunches, and sponsored two planning related events, with a total of 14 CM Credits offered. 

· Challenges of Major Construction Project at Sonoma County Airport (1.0 CM Credit)

· Evening social networking event co-hosted with AEP

· Rethink your Streets! Inclusive Design for the Public Realm (1.5 CM Credits)

· Healthy Communities 6-part Weekly Series. Put on by Sonoma County with sponsorship from Northern Section (10 CM Credits)

· Evening social networking event co-hosted with AEP

· Accessory Dwelling Units – A Planner’s Perspective (1.0 CM Credit)

· SB 743 Draft Guidelines (1.5 CM Credits)

· 31st Annual Planning Conference for Commissioners, Elected Officials, and Professional Staff. Put on by Sonoma State University with advertising and CM assistance by Northern Section (4.0 CM Credit and 1.0 Law Credit)

San Francisco

· Organized five educational events offering CM credits including:

· two in walking/biking tours coordinated with the Young Planners Group; and

· a joint happy hour event with Young Professionals in Transportation, ITE and WTS 

East Bay

· Hosted three happy hours, jointly with AEP and the young planners, each with 15 to 30 participants.

· Sponsored several educational events jointly with AEP (military planning) and AIA (transportation and design issues).

· Organized walking tour of the bay bridge bike path.

South Bay

· Planned On the Hunt: San Jose 2 our joint scavenger hunt with SPUR San Jose. Unfortunately, this event was cancelled last minute due to weather. We are planning to host the event in spring 2015.

· Hosted mixers with the local chapter of AEP to encourage collaboration between our organizations.

· Started a connected with ASLA South Bay Area chapter to encourage future partnerships in lecture series and other future events.

· Migrated CM forms, South Bay RAC email list, and other relevant RAC forms onto Google Drive for easier access and ability to pass on to future RACs.

· Received multiple compliments on the South Bay Roundup quarterly email emphasizing events in the South Bay and with APA (e.g., upcoming APA CA or National conferences).

· Will host another all-RAC call later this year to discuss lessons learned and encourage coordination between RACs. Date TBD.

Monterey Bay
· Organized a joint APA/AEP holiday party for planners and environmental professionals in the Monterey Bay region. 

· Held a joint APA/AEP summertime happy hour at Alvarado Street Brewery & Grill in Downtown Monterey. 
Planning Commissioner Training

· Held second annual Planning Commissioner workshop series at the El Cerrito Community Center.

· 25 Commissioners attended this very engaging series.

· Included a variety of different presenters.

AICP Training

· Held Spring and Fall 2014 AICP Exam Preparation workshop series at San Jose State University. 

· All of the Spring workshop candidates that attended the sessions passed the exam. 

· Fall lecturers invited include Kimberly Brosseau,AICP; Russell Leavitt, AICP; Robert Pittman, Esq., Al Savay, AICP; Ronny Kraft, AICP; Avalon Schultz, AICP; Mark Rhodes, AICP; and Barry Miller, FAICP and several of the recent exam passers. 

· One student for this class was given a scholarship by the section and another won the silent auction at the Frank Wein memorial fundraiser for the California Planning Foundation at last year's APA California Annual Conference in Visalia. 

· Talked to graduate planning students at UC Berkeley about AICP and the exam. 

International Planning
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Tour of Eastern Europe: A group of 27 planners participated in the successful and memorable fifth international planning tour in June 2014 to Eastern Europe.  The tour officially began in Belgrade, Serbia and continued to Budapest, Hungary; Krakow, Poland; Tallinn, Estonia; and St. Petersburg and Moscow, Russia. About half of the group started with a “pre-tour” in Prague and the Czech Republic.  The group met with planners, architects, economists, and others in each city to learn about unique aspects of planning and exchange ideas. Some of the meetings included:
· Prague Institute of Planning and Development

· Belgrade Department for Urbanism

· Budapest Circle

· Hungarian Association of Urban Planners

· Krakow Town Hall

· Hendrikson & Ko consulting firm in Tallinn

· The International Centre for Social and Economic Research (Leontief Centre) in St. Petersburg

· Strelka Institute

· AECOM in Moscow

· Higher School of Economics in Moscow

International Planners Collaboration and Exchange Program: The Northern Section is starting an International Planners Collaboration and Exchange Program.  The APA Chapter Presidents Council awarded the Northern Section a $2,000 grant to help launch the program.  These funds will help to: 

· Initiate the pilot project in São Paulo, Brazil;

· Expand the program to include participation of California-based universities;

· Adopt additional international agreements with foreign planning organizations and universities; and

· Prepare a tool kit with instructional materials and model agreements for use statewide in California and nationally by others Chapters.

Young Planners Group

The Young Planners Group (YPG) continues to be an active part of the Northern Section. The group held twelve events for emerging planning professionals with nine different partner committees or organizations. These events included educational opportunities, a career fair, volunteer shoreline cleanup and happy hour mixers that provided valuable networking opportunities.  The YPG maintains regular contact with the emerging planners via email and regular Facebook postings.  The following is a summary of YPG Events in 2014:

· APA’s Mentorship Program mixer (attended by YPG)

· UC Berkeley’s College of Environmental Design Career Fair

· AICP Information Session, co-hosted by Planning Students’ Association at UC Berkeley, featuring Don Bradley

· Happy hour / mixer, co-hosted with the Young Planners in Transportation (YPT) at the San Pedro Square Market in San Jose 

· Volunteer event with the East Bay RAC on behalf of Save the Bay and the East Bay Regional Parks District at the MLK Shoreline 

· Better Market Street walking tour, co-hosted with SF Beautiful

· Bike Tour of the SF Waterfront, co-hosted with SF RAC

· San Jose Transportation / Land Use Panel, co-hosted with YPT

· North Bay Bike Tour, co-hosted with Greenbelt Alliance

· Happy Hour with the East Bay RAC

· Planning San Mateo - Sustainable Streets Plan and the Grand Boulevard Initiative with the Peninsula RAC
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Awards Banquet

Northern Section handed out its annual Planning Awards on May 16 at the Parc 55 Wyndham Hotel in Union Square, San Francisco. Seven Awards of Merit and seven Awards of Excellence were given out to recognize significant planning efforts. Guests of this exciting annual event enjoyed an evening of cocktails, dinner and awards ceremony. 

Holiday Party
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The Northern Section holiday party has always been the place to eat great food and connect with planners from around the region. This year we got an early start by holding this event on the evening of November 21 at Bluestem Brasserie in San Francisco.  The event was a huge success with over 120 people in attendance.  As always, we held a raffle, which raised over $600 for the California Planning Foundation (CPF) to benefit students who are pursuing planning degrees. 
Diversity

· Successfully completed the Ambassador program for 2013-2014 school year. Presentation about planning and what planners do were given to the following schools:

· Fremont High School in Oakland

· Pittsburg High School in Pittsburg

· Arise High School in Oakland (participated on College Career Panel)

· Skyline High School in Oakland (2 part engagement; part 1 was typical presentation, part 2 provided desk critiques on student’s plans for a county which was part of their final exam assignment)

· Hosted several Planner of Colors of Mixers in Oakland and San Francisco

· Hosted several Planning Movie Nights, one at UC Berkeley, and the other at San Jose State (in conjunction with SJ State planning group and South Bay RAC)

· Hosted 2014 highlight event with James Rojas who presented on "Front Porch Urbanism: How Latino Urbanism is changing the Built Environment"

Membership
· Design and print membership postcards.

· Distribute postcards at San Jose State planning class and Cal Poly job fair.

Historian

· Successfully led with the Section Director and a subcommittee of the board that submitted four Planner Emeritus Network (PEN) Honor Award Nominations from the Northern Section (of which three were successfully selected to be honored by the PEN Board at the 2014 APA Chapter Conference).

· Regularly maintained and updated the Section Archives page of the Northern Section website: http://norcalapa.org/about/archives/.

· Working with the Chapter Historians, several California Planning Roundtable (CPR) Board Members, and other Section Historians to submit 2015 APA National Planning Landmark and Pioneers Award applications (ongoing).

Sacramento Valley Section
2014 Activities Report
Tricia Stevens, AICP, Section Director

Programs

Completed “Gamechangers  in the Region” Speaker Series May through October.

· May 30: Changing the Face of Downtown: Sacramento's Entertainment and Sports Complex

· June 27: Implementation of the Bay Delta Conservation Plan

· July 18: Responding to Drought: New Solutions for Sustainable Cities
August 29: Suburban Revitalization: Rebirth and the Changing Nature of Demographics, Housing and Retail Demand

· September 26: ULI Sacramento Streetcar Project Program Overview

· October 24: A New Metric is Coming to Town

· Ethics Session held in April 2014.

· Law Session held in February 2014.

· August Scholarship Fundraiser – August 14.

· Planning Commission Training - October 25. 

· Awards Ceremony in January 2014. 

· Bike Dog Brewery event in May 2014.

· Lunch and Legislation – November 2014.

· Holiday Party: mixer with AEP – December 2014.

Membership

Monthly email newsletter ongoing. 

Two Membership Appreciation Events in September:  Family Friendly Bat Tour and Big Association Event with other land use partners.

Realigned Division boundaries to better reflect geographic areas and interests. 

Membership survey planned for January 2015 2014. 

SPONSORSHIPS

Aggressive sponsorship drive resulting in $4,750 for 2014. 

Added “Professional Development Partner” category targeted to public agencies.

Young Planners Group

Completed Guide to Young Planners Group Guidebook for National APA.

2013-2014 PLAN mentoring program completed in June 2104, culminating in a “Catapult Party”.

 2014-2015 PLAN program started in September, 2015 with 11 matches.  

YPG activities included monthly happy hours, pint nights, student mixer, tours of cool projects, PARKing day display and a book club.  .  

PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT

AICP outreach and prep courses for May and November exams.  

PDO met with YPG to explain the benefits of AICP membership.   

AWARDS

Awards Ceremony held in January 2014, honoring 2013 Award winners. 

Awards Ceremony for 2014 winners to be held in January 2015. 

Selected Local Vision Award recipients and selected Legacy Award winner for 2014 – Terry Rivasplasta

State awards: Innovation in Green Community Planning- Lake Tahoe Regional Sustainability Action Plan; Grassroots Initiative – Davis Art Garage.
Selected 2015 Legacy Award winner:  Curtis Alling and Local Vision Awards:  Rooftop Alliance, Slow Food Sacramento, and Dr. Olivia Kasiye and the Design for Active Sacramento Team
BOARD ACTIVITIES  

· Board Retreat in January 2014.

· Board elections in July 2104.  Realigned Board election schedule to sync with other Sections and State; amended Section by-laws. 

· Elected first Section Director Elect in December 2014  

San Diego Section 
2014 Activities Report
Greg Konar, AICP, Section Director

JANUARY

· Finalized Programs and Budget 

FEBRUARY

· YPG Mentorship Program 2014 Kick-Off. Attendance: 63 

· San Diego Design Film Series: Screening at San Diego Museum of Photographic Art (MOPA)/Co-hosted by San Diego Architectural Foundation (SDAF)

· Planners’ Night Out/YPG Social Mixer at URBN, North Park. Attendance: 80

· AICP Exam Training Session (1 of 4).  Enrolled: 18

MARCH

· Film Screening at MOPA/ Co-hosted by SDAF (In No Great Hurry)

· AICP Exam Training Session (2 & 3 of 4)

· Pure Water San Diego: The City of San Diego’s Purified Water Program (Participants learned about San Diego’s water supply, sources and challenges, the science of water purification, and how it can provide a reliable drinking water supply for the San Diego community.  The event included a tour of the City’s Advanced Water Purification (AWP) Facility. 2.0 CM Credits. Attendance: 61

APRIL

· AICP Exam Training Session (4 of 4)

· Film Screening at MOPA/ Co-hosted by SDAF (The Human Scale narrated by Jan Gehl)

· YPG Mentorship Lunch & Learn

· Built Environment Education Program (BEEP) San Diego Volunteer Training Sessions

MAY

· YPG Social and Scavenger Hunt in Old Town

· APA San Diego Awards Program at new Central Library (Downtown). Included library tour led by architect Rob Quigley). 1.5 CM Credits. Attendance: 150

· San Dieguito River: Plan to Hike, Hike to Plan ($820 raised for CPF scholarships). 2.0 CM Credits.  Attendance: 36

JUNE

· Building Regional Connections-A Two Part Transit Tour. Full day mobile workshop allowed participants to learn about TOD development along the North County Sprinter corridor and mobility hubs associated with the new Rapid Bus line on the I-15 corridor. Coaster connections between Downtown San Diego and Oceanside allowed participants to make a full transit loop to their point of origin. 6.5 CM Credits. Attendance: 59

· Planners’ Night Out, North County, Culture Brewing, Solana Beach (social mixer geared toward north county planners). Attendance: 59

· YPG Mentorship Milestone Event. Attendance: 25

· Film Screening at MOPA/ Co-hosted by SDAF (Urbanized)

JULY

July was a quiet month consisting mostly of planning for future events. 

AUGUST

· Film Screening at MOPA/ Co-hosted by SDAF (Impossible Light)

· Board Appreciation Dinner (Wang’s North Park)

· SDAPA Padres Night Membership Appreciation (Mixer at Mission Brewery and Petco Park). Attendance 100

· BEEP Volunteer Appreciation Event

· Planning for Breweries in San Diego. Panel discussion about Microbrewery Ordinance amendments in San Diego, business and economic development benefits of breweries in San Diego, and land use and community perspectives. Held at Hess Brewery in North Park, this event included a tour of the beer making process. 1.5 CM Credits. Attendance: 122

SEPTEMBER

· AICP Training Roundtable (Landini’s Little Italy). Attendance: 10

· SB 743 Guidelines: Updating Transportation Metrics in CEQA. Joint workshop sponsored by APA and ITE featuring presentation by Chris Ganson of OPR on draft traffic analysis guidelines to replace traditional LOS analysis, followed by panel discussion. 2.0 CM Credits|1.5 Law. Attendance: 255

OCTOBER

October was the inaugural year of Archtoberfest, an annual, month-long collaborative program featuring a wide-range of public-accessible events and activities touching upon architecture, design, planning and sustainability.  APA San Diego participated in Archtoberfest with the following two events.

· Urban Greenways Workshop to Redesign 14th Street. Joint workshop sponsored by APA and Circulate San Diego featuring a presentation on the Urban Trails/Urban Greenway concept followed by a guided charrette to reimagine East Village’s 14th Street. 2.0 CM Credits. Attendance: 52

· Planners’ Night Out/YPG Social Mixer at Panama 66, Balboa Park. Attendance: 92

· SB 743 Guidelines Video released. Video recording of SB 743 Guidelines event held in September. 2.0 CM Credits|1.5 Law
NOVEMBER

· Graduate Programs in Planning Information Session sponsored by YPG.

· Keep Your Ethical Compass Close by at the Office. Interactive discussion of various ethical scenarios planners may encounter in both public and private sector practice led by APA Ethics expert Carol Barrett, FAICP. 1.5 Ethics CM Credits. Attendance: 62

· Climate Action Planning: A Regional Perspective. Overview and panel discussion of climate action planning taking place in the San Diego region. 2.5 CM Credits. Attendance: 107

DECEMBER

· Pilot Program Video Released: Doing the Right Thing: Ethical Practices for a Diverse Population. Recording of Closing Plenary Session at State Conference in Anaheim. 1.5 CM Credits|1.5 Ethics
· APA – AEP Holiday Party (Stone Brewery/Liberty Station). Attendance 210

· APA San Diego Board Retreat

· 2014 Legislative Update Webinar: Group participation in webinar hosted by Central Coast Section. 1.5 CM Credits | Law Attendance: 17

