
Changing Faces, Places, & Planning in California

2016 CA American Planning Association Conference

Diversity Summit





2006 Adding Color to the Profession 

2007 Crossing Borders and Breaking Barriers 

2008 Top 10 Planning Issues for Communities of Color

2009 Diversity in Planning 

2010 Plan to Thrive, not just Survive 

2011 California’s Changing Face 

2012 Census Trends for Planning & Policy

2013 Food Justice: Issues Impacting Urban & Rural Communities of Color

2014 Inclusive Vacations: Making & Retaining Tourism as Job Centers in Diverse 

Communities 

2015 Gentrification Mosaic: Conversations on Displacement of Economic and Social 

Capital 

2006-2015 DIVERSITY SUMMITS





SPEAKERS

Hilda Blanco, PhD 

Interim Director 

Center for Sustainable Cities at USC Sol Price 

School of Public Policy

Research professor at the Price School of Public Policy, and has 

taught and conducted research on city and regional planning 

since 1988. Her recent work is focused on urban climate change 

issues.



SPEAKERS

George Davis

Executive Director 

California African American Museum 

Over 25 years of experience in the broadcast and entertainment 

business.   Made a career transition two years ago to serve as the 

Executive Director of the California African American museum in Expo 

Park.



SPEAKERS

David McNeill

Executive Officer 

Baldwin Hills Conservancy

Cultivating leadership in communities of color for L.A.’s environmental 

movement using twenty five years of combined experience in real 

estate, conservation, education and business.



SPEAKERS

Brian Mooney, FAICP

Principal 

RICK Engineering 

Managing Principal of the Community Planning Division at the Rick 

Engineering Company and has won numerous awards for his urban and 

environmental planning work including a documentary film he wrote, 

produced and narrated on the original 1907 Nolen Plan for the City of 

San Diego. 



SPEAKERS

Todd Nguyen

Transportation/Environmental Planner 

WSP | Parsons Brinckerhoff

Passionate young professional dedicated to improving the livelihood of 

people through transportation, strategic planning, and design.



MODERATORS

Anna Vidal

City Planner

Los Angeles Department of City Planning

Veronica Siranosian, AICP, LEED GA

Transportation and Land Use Planning Manager

AECOM

Over 18 years of Planning experience in Community 

Planning, Design Review, Policy, and Development 

Services with the City of Los Angeles.  

Transportation and land use planning manager focused 

on inclusive, innovative projects with nearly ten years of 

public and private sector experience.  







THEMES FOR EXPLORATION

1

2

3

Importance of Diversity

Pipeline Education/ 
Workforce Development

Impacts on Community 
Planning



IMPORTANCE OF DIVERSITY

slowing population growth

declining immigration

latino majority

fewer young children

rising senior ratio

Source: Los Angeles Daily News, 5 ways Los Angeles County’s population is changing, 2015.



PIPELINE EDUCATION/

WORKFORCE DEVELOPMENT

Source: APA/AICP 2016 Planners Salary Survey.

age heritage and race



IMPACTS ON COMMUNITY PLANNING



IMPACTS ON COMMUNITY PLANNING / 

CalEnviroScreen 3.0

western fresno census tract example environmental justice tool



IMPACTS ON COMMUNITY PLANNING / 

CalEnviroScreen 3.0

pollution burden population characteristics



IMPACTS ON COMMUNITY PLANNING / 

CalEnviroScreen 3.0

CalEnviroScreen Score for Tract 6019000300







SUNDAY 

8:00 am - 9:30 am • 211

Latina Urbanism: The Role of Gender in Shaping Urban Design

9:45 am - 11:15 am • 104

The Urban Resurgence of Inglewood: How Master Planning and Economic Development Goals Meet (PEN 
Session)

MONDAY

9:45 am - 11:15 am • 103 

Effective Community Outreach for Diverse Communities: Tools, Resources & Best Practices from the Field

9:45 am - 11:15 am • 209/210 

Quick Hits: Demographics, Housing, CEQA and More

9:30 am-3:30pm Mobile Workshop #13 • Plaza

The Crenshaw Corridor: Leveraging Public Investments to Implement Local Visions for Transit-Oriented 
Communities. 

TUESDAY

8:00 am - 9:30 am • 208

Including Vulnerable Citizens in a General Plan Update: A Case Study in Social Equity  

1:00 pm – 6:00 pm Mobile Workshop #27 • Plaza

San Gabriel Valley Chinese Food and Culture Tour

DIVERSITY SESSIONS



DIVERSITY MIXER



DIVERSITY MIXER



Hilda Blanco, PhD Interim Director 

hblanco@usc.edu 

Center for Sustainable Cities at USC Sol Price School of Public Policy

George Davis Executive Director 

gdavis@caamuseum.org 

California African American Museum 

David McNeill Executive Officer 

David.McNeill@bhc.ca.gov 

Baldwin Hills Conservancy

Brian Mooney, FAICP Principal 

bmooney@rickengineering.com 

RICK Engineering 

Todd Nguyen Transportation/Environmental Planner 

NguyenTD@pbworld.com  

WSP | Parsons Brinckerhoff

SPEAKER CONTACTS



Vice President for Marketing and Membership: Greg Konar, 

Northern: Miroo Desai

Southern: Anna M. Vidal

Section Membership Inclusion Directors

Central Coast: Kristina Phung

Inland Empire: Miguel Angel Vazquez 

Los Angeles: Lisette Covarrubias 

Northern: Cindy Ma

Sacramento: Dan Amsden

San Diego: Marcus Bush 

Orange: Matt Foulkes & Alesia Hsiao



Hannah Kornfeld, Central Coast

Jess Kleist, San Diego

Keith Woodcock, AICP CEP, Central

Lucina Navarro, Northern

Nile Ledbetter, Northern

Gabriel Elliott, Central

Shellie Zias-Roe, AICP, Inland Empire

Juan Carrillo,  Inland Empire

Camille Jackson, Northern





See you next year… 


