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APA CALIFORNIA LEGISLATIVE REVIEW TEAM BILL REVIEW LIST 
 

March 4, 2021 
9:30 am to 12:30 pm  

Via Zoom 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89612349352?pwd=M1I1UEo4UGJDV2NGUDVrTTRGejEvQT09 

 
Meeting ID: 896 1234 9352 

Passcode: 400675 

 
BILLS FOR DISCUSSION (AS OF FEBRUARY 26, 2021) 

 
*** To look up specific bill language please visit: https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov 
 

Bills with 2020 Positions 
 
AB 115 (Bloom D) Planning and zoning: commercial zoning: housing development.  
Support if Amended (Consistent with 2020 Position) 
Summary: Would, notwithstanding any inconsistent provision of a city’s or county’s general plan, specific plan, 
zoning ordinance, or regulation, would require that a housing development be an authorized use on a site designated 
in any local agency’s zoning code or maps for commercial uses if certain conditions apply. Among these conditions, 
the bill would require that the housing development be subject to a recorded deed restriction requiring that at least 
20% of the units have an affordable housing cost or affordable rent for lower income households, as those terms are 
defined, and located on a site that satisfies specified criteria. 
 
SB 6 (Caballero D) Local planning: housing: commercial zones.  
Support if Amended (Consistent with 2020 Position) 
Summary: This bill, the Neighborhood Homes Act, would deem a housing development project, as defined, an 
allowable use on a neighborhood lot, which is defined as a parcel within an office or retail commercial zone that is 
not adjacent to an industrial use. The bill would require the density for a housing development under these 
provisions to meet or exceed the density deemed appropriate to accommodate housing for lower income 
households according to the type of local jurisdiction, including a density of at least 20 units per acre for a suburban 
jurisdiction. 
 
SB 9 (Atkins D) Housing development: approvals.  
Support (Consistent with 2020 Position) 
Summary: This bill, among other things, would require a proposed housing development containing 2 residential 
units within a single-family residential zone to be considered ministerially, without discretionary review or hearing, 
if the proposed housing development meets certain requirements, including, but not limited to, that the proposed 
housing development would not require demolition or alteration of housing that is subject to a recorded covenant, 
ordinance, or law that restricts rents to levels affordable to persons and families of moderate, low, or very low 
income, that the proposed housing development does not allow for the demolition of more than 25% of the existing 
exterior structural walls, except as provided, and that the development is not located within a historic district, is not 

https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fus02web.zoom.us%2Fj%2F89612349352%3Fpwd%3DM1I1UEo4UGJDV2NGUDVrTTRGejEvQT09&data=04%7C01%7C%7C8a65d019822a42cac47708d8c94cc858%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637480678900902635%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=FDbOFTsHes9BEdUwMBOMqnfTUGbLdmbwVd3NWskOupU%3D&reserved=0
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/
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included on the State Historic Resources Inventory, or is not within a site that is legally designated or listed as a city 
or county landmark or historic property or district.  
 
SB 10 (Wiener D) Planning and zoning: housing development: density.  
Support (Consistent with 2020 Position) 
Summary: This bill would, notwithstanding any local restrictions on adopting zoning ordinances, authorize a local 
government to pass an ordinance to zone any parcel for up to 10 units of residential density per parcel, at a height 
specified in the ordinance, if the parcel is located in a transit-rich area, a jobs-rich area, or an urban infill site, as 
those terms are defined. In this regard, the bill would require the Department of Housing and Community 
Development, in consultation with the Office of Planning and Research, to determine jobs-rich areas and publish a 
map of those areas every 5 years, commencing January 1, 2022, based on specified criteria. The bill would specify 
that an ordinance adopted under these provisions is not a project for purposes of the California Environmental 
Quality Act. The bill would prohibit a residential or mixed-use residential project consisting of 10 or more units that 
is located on a parcel rezoned pursuant to these provisions from being approved ministerially or by right. 
 
SB 290 (Skinner D) Density Bonus Law: qualifications for incentives or concessions: student housing for lower 
income students: moderate-income persons and families: local government constraints. 
Support (Consistent with 2020 Position) 
Summary: This bill would require a unit designated to satisfy the inclusionary zoning requirements of a city or county 
to be included in the total number of units on which a density bonus and the number of incentives or concessions 
are based. The bill would require a city or county to grant one incentive or concession for a student housing 
development project that will include at least 20% of the total units for lower income students.  
 
SB 621 (Eggman D) Conversion of motels and hotels: streamlining. 
Support (Consistent with 2020 Position) 
Summary: Would authorize a development proponent to submit an application for a development for the complete 
conversion, as defined, of a structure with a certificate of occupancy as a motel or hotel into multifamily housing 
units to be subject to a streamlined, ministerial approval process, provided that development proponent reserves 
an unspecified percentage of the proposed housing units for lower income households, unless a local government 
has affordability requirements that exceed these requirements. The bill would require the structure proposed to be 
converted be vacant for at least 6 months prior to the submission of the application, except as provided. The bill 
would require the development proponent to comply with specified requirements regarding the payment of 
prevailing rate or per diem wages for construction work related to the part of the development that is a public work 
and the use of a skilled and trained workforce on the development, except as provided. The bill would not apply to 
a hotel or motel conversion on a site that is in a coastal zone, as defined. 
 
SB 12 (McGuire D) Local government: planning and zoning: wildfires.  
Support (Consistent with 2020 Position) 
Summary: This bill would require the safety element, upon the next revision of the housing element or the hazard 
mitigation plan, on or after July 1, 2024, whichever occurs first, to be reviewed and updated as necessary to include 
a comprehensive retrofit strategy to reduce the risk of property loss and damage during wildfires, as specified, and 
would require the planning agency to submit the adopted strategy to the Office of Planning and Research for 
inclusion into the above-described clearinghouse. 
 
ACA 1 (Aguiar-Curry D) Local government financing: affordable housing and public infrastructure: voter approval. 
Support 
Summary: This measure would create an additional exception to the 1% limit that would authorize a city, county, 
city and county, or special district to levy an ad valorem tax to service bonded indebtedness incurred to fund the 
construction, reconstruction, rehabilitation, or replacement of public infrastructure, affordable housing, or 
permanent supportive housing, or the acquisition or lease of real property for those purposes, if the proposition 
proposing that tax is approved by 55% of the voters of the city, county, or city and county, as applicable, and the 
proposition includes specified accountability requirements. The measure would specify that these provisions apply 
to any city, county, city and county, or special district measure imposing an ad valorem tax to pay the interest and 
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redemption charges on bonded indebtedness for these purposes that is submitted at the same election as this 
measure.  
 
AB 561(Ting D) Help Homeowners Add New Housing Program: accessory dwelling unit financing.  
Support  
Summary: This bill would require the Treasurer, within 6 months of the effective date of these provisions, to develop 
the Help Homeowners Add New Housing Program with the purpose of assisting homeowners, as defined, in 
qualifying for loans to construct additional housing units on their property, including accessory dwelling units and 
junior accessory dwelling units. The bill would, with regard to the development of the program, require the Treasurer 
to consult with the California Housing Financing Agency and the Department of Housing and Community 
Development and would authorize the Treasurer to consult with private lenders.  

 

Housing 
 
AB 215 (Chiu D) Housing element. 
Summary: Existing law, the Planning and Zoning Law, requires a city or county to adopt a general plan for land use 
development within its boundaries that includes, among other things, a housing element. That law requires the 
Department of Housing and Community Development (HCD) to determine whether the housing element is in 
substantial compliance with specified provisions of that law. That law also requires HCD to notify a city, county, or 
city and county, and authorizes HCD to notify the office of the Attorney General, that the city, county, or city and 
county is in violation of state law if HCD finds that the housing element or an amendment to the housing element 
does not substantially comply with specified provisions of the Planning and Zoning Law, or that the local government 
has taken action or failed to act in violation of specified provisions of law. This bill would add the Housing Crisis Act 
of 2019 to those specified provisions of law. 
 
AB 345 (Quirk-Silva D) Accessory dwelling units: separate conveyance.  
Summary: This bill would require each local agency to, by ordinance, allow an accessory dwelling unit to be sold or 
conveyed separately from the primary residence to a qualified buyer if certain conditions are met. The bill would 
remove the requirements that the property be held pursuant to a recorded tenancy in common agreement and that 
the agreement allocate to each qualified buyer an undivided, unequal interest in the property. The bill would instead 
require the property be held pursuant to a recorded contract that includes specified provisions.  
 
AB 571 (Mayes R) Planning and zoning: density bonuses: affordable housing.  
Summary: Existing law, known as the Density Bonus Law, requires a city or county to provide a developer that 
proposes a housing development in the city or county with a density bonus and other incentives or concessions for 
the production of lower income housing units, or for the donation of land within the development, if the developer 
agrees to, among other things, construct a specified percentage of units for very low income, low-income, or 
moderate-income households or qualifying residents, including lower income students. Existing law requires the 
amount of a density bonus and the number of incentives or concessions a qualifying developer receives to be 
pursuant to a certain formula based on the total number of units in the housing development, as specified. This bill 
would prohibit affordable housing impact fees, including inclusionary zoning fees, in-lieu fees, and public benefit 
fees, from being imposed on a housing development’s affordable units or bonus units.  
 
AB 617 (Davies R) Planning and zoning: regional housing needs: exchange of allocation.  
Summary: This bill would authorize a city or county, by agreement, to transfer all or a portion of its allocation of 
regional housing need to another city or county. The bill would allow the transferring city to pay the transferee city 
or county an amount determined by that agreement, as well as a surcharge to offset the impacts and associated 
costs of the additional housing on the transferee city. The bill would also require the transferring city or county and 
the transferee city or county to report to the council of governments and the department specified information 
about the transfer, as provided.  
 
AB 682 (Bloom D) Planning and zoning: cohousing buildings. 
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Summary: This bill would require a city or county with a population of more than 400,000 people to permit the 
building of cohousing buildings, as defined, in any zone where multifamily residential buildings are permitted. The 
bill would require that cohousing buildings be permitted on the same basis as multifamily dwelling units. The bill 
would set minimum standards for the construction of cohousing buildings, including floor-space ratios and setback 
requirements. The bill would require that specified percentages of cohousing buildings be set aside for affordable 
housing, as specified. The bill would define terms for the purpose of these provisions.  
 
AB 721 (Bloom D) Covenants and restrictions: affordable housing.  
Summary: Existing law permits a person who holds an ownership interest of record in property that the person 
believes is the subject of an unlawfully restrictive covenant based on, among other things, source of income, to 
record a Restrictive Covenant Modification, which is to include a copy of the original document with the illegal 
language stricken. Before recording the modification document, existing law requires the county recorder to submit 
the modification document and the original document to the county counsel who is required to determine whether 
the original document contains an unlawful restriction. This bill would make any private recorded covenants, 
conditions, restrictions, or private limits on the use of private or publicly owned land contained in any deed, contract, 
security instrument, or other instrument affecting the transfer or sale that restricts the number or size of the 
residences that may be built on the property, or that restricts the number of persons who may reside on the property 
unenforceable against the owner of an affordable housing development, as defined.  
 
AB 1372 (Muratsuchi D) Right to temporary shelter.  
Summary: Would require every city, or every county in the case of unincorporated areas, to provide every person 
who is homeless, as defined, with temporary shelter, mental health treatment, resources for job placement, and job 
training until the person obtains permanent housing if the person has actively sought temporary shelter in the 
jurisdiction for at least 3 consecutive days and has been unable to gain entry into all temporary shelters they sought 
for specified reasons. The bill would require the city or county, as applicable, to provide a rent subsidy, as specified, 
if it is unable to provide temporary shelter. The bill would authorize a person who is homeless to enforce the bill’s 
provisions by bringing a civil action. 
 
AB 1401 (Friedman D) Residential and commercial development: parking requirements.  
Summary: This bill would prohibit a local government from imposing a minimum parking requirement, or enforcing 
a minimum parking requirement, on residential, commercial, or other development if the development is located 
on a parcel that is within one-half mile walking distance of public transit, as defined, or located within a low-vehicle 
miles traveled area, as defined. 
  
SB 5 (Atkins D) Housing: bond act. 
Summary: This bill would state the intent of the Legislature to enact legislation that would authorize the issuance of 
bonds and would require the proceeds from the sale of those bonds to be used to finance housing-related programs 
that serve the homeless and extremely low income and very low-income Californians.  
 
SB 478 (Wiener D) Planning and Zoning Law: housing development projects.  
Summary: This bill would prohibit a local agency, as defined, from imposing specified standards, including a 
minimum lot size that exceeds an unspecified number of square feet on parcels zoned for at least 2, but not more 
than 4, units or a minimum lot size that exceeds an unspecified number of square feet on parcels zoned for at least 
5, but not more than 10, units.  
 
SCA 2 (Allen D) Public housing projects. 
Summary: The California Constitution prohibits the development, construction, or acquisition of a low- rent housing 
project, as defined, in any manner by any state public body until a majority of the qualified electors of the city, town, 
or county in which the development, construction, or acquisition of the low-rent housing project is proposed 
approve the project by voting in favor at an election, as specified. This measure would repeal these provisions.  
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Inclusion and Social Justice 
 
AB 491 (Gonzalez, Lorena D) Housing: affordable and market rate units.  
Summary: This bill would require that a mixed-income multifamily structure that is constructed on or after January 
1, 2022, provide the same access to the common entrances, common areas, and amenities of the structure to 
occupants of the affordable housing units in the structure as is provided to occupants of the market-rate housing 
units. The bill would also prohibit a mixed-income multifamily structure that is constructed on or after January 1, 
2022, from isolating the affordable housing units within the structure to a specific floor or an area on a specific floor.  
 
SB 499 (Leyva D) General plan: land use element: uses adversely impacting health outcomes.  
Summary: This bill would prohibit the land use element from designating land uses that have the potential to 
significantly degrade local air, water, or soil quality or to adversely impact health outcomes in disadvantaged 
communities to be located, or to materially expand, within or adjacent to a disadvantaged community or a racially 
and ethnically concentrated area of poverty.  
 

Hazards and Hazard Mitigation 
 
AB 642 (Friedman D) Wildfires. 
Summary: Existing law requires the Director of Forestry and Fire Protection to identify areas of the state as very high 
fire hazard severity zones, as provided. Existing law requires a local agency, within 30 days of receiving a transmittal 
from the director that identifies very high fire hazard severity zones, to make the information available for public 
review. This bill would require the director to identify areas in the state as moderate and high fire hazard severity 
zones. The bill would additionally require the director classify areas into fire hazard severity zones based on 
additional factors including possible lightning caused ignition. The bill would require a local agency, within 30 days 
of receiving a transmittal from the director that identifies fire hazard severity zones, to make the information 
available for public comment.  
 
AB 1295 (Muratsuchi D) Residential development agreements: very high fire risk areas.  
Summary: This bill, beginning on or after January 1, 2022, would prohibit the legislative body of a city or county from 
entering into a residential development agreement for property located in a very high fire risk area. The bill would 
define “very high fire risk area” for these purposes to mean a very high fire hazard severity zone designated by a 
local agency or a fire hazard severity zone classified by the director.  
 
SB 55 (Stern D) Very high fire hazard severity zone: state responsibility area: development prohibition.  

Summary: This bill would, in furtherance of specified state housing production and wildfire mitigation goals, prohibit 
the creation or approval of a new development, as defined, in a very high fire hazard severity zone or a state 
responsibility area.  
 

Infrastructure, Services, and Fees 
 
AB 59 (Gabriel D) Mitigation Fee Act: fees: notice and timelines.  
Summary: The Mitigation Fee Act imposes the same requirements on a local agency for a new or increased fee for 
public facilities. Current law, for specified fees, requires any judicial action or proceeding to attack, review, set 
aside, void, or annul an ordinance, resolution, or motion adopting a new fee or service charge or modifying an 
existing fee or service charge to be commenced within 120 days of the effective date of the ordinance, resolution, 
or motion. Current law also provides that, if an ordinance, resolution, or motion provides for an automatic 
adjustment in a fee or service charge and the adjustment results in an increase in the fee or service charge, that 
any action to attack, review, set aside, void, or annul the increase to be commenced within 120 days of the 
increase. This bill would increase, for fees and service charges and for fees for specified public facilities, the time 
for mailing the notice of the time and place of the meeting to at least 45 days before the meeting. 
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AB 602 (Grayson D) Development fees. ** There are two fee spot bills by this author.  
Summary: The Mitigation Fee Act, among other things, prohibits a fee or exaction imposed as a condition of approval 
of a proposed development or development project from exceeding the estimated reasonable cost of providing the 
service or facility for which the fee or exaction is imposed. The act defines various terms for these purposes.  This 
bill would make nonsubstantive changes to the definitions under the act.  
 

CEQA 
 
SB 7(Atkins D) Environmental quality: Jobs and Economic Improvement Through Environmental  
Summary: Would enact the Jobs and Economic Improvement Through Environmental Leadership Act of 2021, which 
would reenact the former leadership act, with certain changes, and would authorize the Governor, until January 1, 
2024, to certify projects that meet specified requirements for streamlining benefits related to CEQA. The bill would 
additionally include housing development projects, as defined, meeting certain conditions as projects eligible for 
certification. The bill would, except for those housing development projects, require the quantification and 
mitigation of the impacts of a project from the emissions of greenhouse gases, as provided. The bill would revise 
and recast the labor-related requirements for projects undertaken by both public agencies and private entities. The 
bill would provide that the Governor is authorized to certify a project before the lead agency certifies the final EIR 
for the project. 
 

Neighborhood Vitality and Healthy Communities 
 
AB 11(Ward D) Climate change: regional climate change authorities.  
Summary: Existing law requires the Strategic Growth Council, until October 1, 2029, to establish and administer a 
regional climate collaborative program to assist under resourced communities, as defined, in a region to access 
statewide public and other grant moneys, as specified, for climate change mitigation and adaptation projects. This 
bill would require the council, by January 1, 2023, to establish up to 12 regional climate change authorities to 
coordinate climate adaptation and mitigation activities in their regions and coordinate with other regional climate 
adaptation authorities, state agencies, and other relevant stakeholders. The bill would authorize the regional climate 
change authorities to engage in certain activities to address climate change. The bill would require the regional 
climate change authorities to annually submit to the council a report on their activities.  
 
AB 897 (Mullin D) Office of Planning and Research: regional climate networks: climate adaptation action plans. 
Summary: Existing law requires, by July 1, 2017, and every 3 years thereafter, the Natural Resources Agency to 
update, as prescribed, the state’s climate adaptation strategy, known as the Safeguarding California Plan. Existing 
law establishes the Office of Planning and Research in state government in the Governor’s office. Existing law 
establishes the Integrated Climate Adaptation and Resiliency Program to be administered by the office to coordinate 
regional and local efforts with state climate adaptation strategies to adapt to the impacts of climate change, as 
prescribed. This bill would authorize eligible entities, as defined, to establish and participate in a regional climate 
network, as defined. The bill would require the office to encourage the inclusion of agencies with land use planning 
authority into regional climate networks.  
 
SB 1 (Atkins D) Coastal resources: sea level rise.  
Summary: Existing law, the California Coastal Act of 1976, establishes the California Coastal Commission and 
provides for planning and regulation of development in the coastal zone, as defined. The act requires the 
commission, within 90 days after January 1, 1977, to adopt, after public hearing, procedures for the preparation, 
submission, approval, appeal, certification, and amendment of a local coastal program, including a common 
methodology for the preparation of, and the determination of the scope of, the local coastal programs, as provided. 
This bill would also include, as part of the procedures the commission is required to adopt, recommendations and 
guidelines for the identification, assessment, minimization, and mitigation of sea level rise within each local coastal 
program, as provided. The bill would delete the timeframe specified above by which the commission is required to 
adopt these procedures. The bill would require the commission to take into account the effects of sea level rise in 
coastal resource planning and management policies and activities, as provided. In addition, the bill would require 
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state and regional agencies to identify, assess, and, to the extent feasible and consistent with their statutory 
authorities, minimize and mitigate the impacts of sea level rise. To the extent that a regional agency is a local public 
agency, this bill would impose a state-mandated local program. This bill contains other related provisions and other 
existing laws.  
 
SB 32 (Cortese D) Energy: general plan: building decarbonization requirements.  
Summary: This bill would require a city or county to amend, by January 1, 2023, the appropriate elements of its 
general plan to include goals, policies, objectives, targets, and feasible implementation strategies, as specified, to 
decarbonize newly constructed commercial and residential buildings. The bill would require a city or county to 
submit these draft general plan amendments to the commission at least 45 days prior to the adoption of the 
amendments. The bill would require the legislative body of the city or county to consider the commission’s advisory 
comments, if any, prior to adopting the amendments. 
 
SB 83 (Allen D) California Infrastructure and Economic Development Bank: Sea Level Rise Revolving Loan Program. 

Summary: Would create the Sea Level Rise Revolving Loan Program within the I-Bank to provide low-interest loans 
to local jurisdictions for the purchase of coastal properties in their jurisdictions identified as vulnerable coastal 
property. The bill would require the California Coastal Commission, before January 1, 2023, in consultation with the 
California Coastal Commission, the State Lands Commission, and any other applicable state, federal, and local 
entities with relevant jurisdiction and expertise, to determine criteria and guidelines for the identification of 
vulnerable coastal properties eligible for participation in the program. The bill would authorize specified local 
jurisdictions to apply for, and be awarded, a low-interest loan under the program if the local jurisdiction develops 
and submits to the bank a vulnerable coastal property plan. 
 
SB 261 (Allen D) Regional transportation plans: sustainable communities strategies.  

Summary: Existing law requires certain transportation planning agencies to prepare and adopt a regional 
transportation plan directed at achieving a coordinated and balanced regional transportation system. Certain of 
these agencies are designated under federal law as metropolitan planning organizations. Existing law requires that 
each regional transportation plan include a sustainable communities strategy developed to achieve greenhouse gas 
emission reduction targets for the automobile and light truck sector for 2020 and 2035 established by the State Air 
Resources Board. This bill would require that the sustainable communities strategy be developed to additionally 
achieve greenhouse gas emission reduction targets for the automobile and light truck sector for 2045 and 2050 and 
vehicle miles traveled reduction targets for 2035, 2045, and 2050 established by the board.  

 
Additional Bills for Discussion (Time Permitting) 

 
AB 387 (Lee D) Social Housing Act of 2021. **Currently a spot bill 
Summary: Existing law establishes the Department of Housing and Community Development and sets forth its 
powers and duties. Existing law establishes various programs providing assistance for, among other things, 
emergency housing, multifamily housing, farmworker housing, homeownership for very low and low-income 
households, and downpayment assistance for first-time homebuyers. This bill would declare the intent of the 
Legislature to subsequently amend this bill to include provisions that would enact the Social Housing Act of 2021 to 
establish the California Housing Authority for the purpose of developing mixed-income rental and limited equity 
homeownership housing and mixed-use developments to address the shortage of affordable homes for low and 
moderate-income households.  
 
AB 816 (Chiu D) State and local agencies: homelessness plan. 
Summary: This bill, upon appropriation by the Legislature or upon receiving technical assistance offered by the 
federal Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD), if available, would require the coordinating council 
to conduct, or contract with an entity to conduct, a statewide needs and gaps analysis to, among other things, 
identify state programs that provide housing or services to persons experiencing homelessness and create a financial 
model that will assess certain investment needs for the purpose of moving persons experiencing homelessness into 
permanent housing. The bill would provide that the council’s obligation to conduct the statewide needs and gaps 
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analysis is fulfilled if a technical assistance provider from HUD conducts the analysis on behalf of the council. The bill 
would require the council to work with the technical assistance provider to complete the analysis. The bill would 
authorize local governments to collaborate with the coordinating council or other entity conducting the analysis 
upon an appropriation by the Legislature to cover costs of the collaboration or upon provision of technical assistance 
by HUD. The bill would also require the coordinating council or any other entity conducting the analysis to seek input 
from the coordinating council’s members on the direction of, design of data collection for, and items to be included 
in the statewide needs and gaps analysis. The bill would require the council to report on the analysis to specified 
committees in the Legislature by July 31, 2022. The bill would require the coordinating council or other entity 
conducting the analysis to evaluate all available data, including, among other things, data from other state 
departments and agencies. The bill would require a state department or agency with a member on the coordinating 
council to assist in data collection for the analysis by responding to data requests within 180 days, as specified.  
 
AB 916 (Salas D) Zoning: accessory dwelling units: bedroom addition.  
Summary: This bill would prohibit a city or county legislative body from adopting or enforcing an ordinance requiring 
a public hearing as a condition of adding one bedroom to an existing single-family residential structure. The bill 
would include findings that ensuring adequate housing is a matter of statewide concern and is not a municipal affair, 
and that the provision applies to all cities, including charter cities.  
 
AB 1029 (Mullin D) Housing elements: prohousing local policies. 
Summary: This bill would add the preservation of affordable housing units through the extension of existing project-
based rental assistance covenants to avoid the displacement of affected tenants and a reduction in available 
affordable housing units to the list of specified prohousing local policies. This bill contains other related provisions 
and other existing laws.  
 
AB 1322 (Bonta D) Land use: charter cities: single-family homes.  
Summary: This bill, commencing January 1, 2022, would prohibit enforcement of single-family zoning provisions in 
a charter city’s charter if more than 90% of residentially zoned land in the city is for single-family housing or if the 
city is characterized by a high degree of zoning that results in excluding persons based on their rate of poverty, their 
race, or both. The bill would also include findings and declarations with regard to, among other things, the lack of 
adequate and affordable housing available in this state being a matter of statewide concern. This bill contains other 
related provisions.  
 
SB 15 (Portantino D) Housing development: incentives: rezoning of idle retail sites.  
Summary: This bill, upon appropriation by the Legislature in the annual Budget Act or other statute, would require 
the department to administer a program to provide incentives in the form of grants allocated as provided to local 
governments that rezone idle sites used for a big box retailer or a commercial shopping center to instead allow the 
development of workforce housing 
 
SB 27 (Skinner D) Carbon sequestration: state goals: natural and working lands: registry of projects.  
Summary: Existing law establishes the State Air Resources Board as the state agency responsible for monitoring and 
regulating sources emitting greenhouse gases. Existing law, the California Global Warming Solutions Act of 2006, 
requires the state board to ensure that statewide greenhouse gas emissions are reduced to at least 40% below the 
1990 level by 2030. The act requires the state board to prepare and approve a scoping plan for achieving the 
maximum technologically feasible and cost- effective reductions in greenhouse gas emissions. This bill would 
require, no later than July 1, 2022, the Natural Resources Agency, in coordination with the California Environmental 
Protection Agency, the state board, and the department, to establish carbon sequestration goals for natural and 
working lands, as provided. The bill would require the state board, as part of its scoping plan, to establish specified 
carbon dioxide removal targets for 2030 and beyond.  
 
SB 477 (Wiener D) General plan: annual report. 
Summary: Existing law, the Planning and Zoning Law, requires a city or county to adopt a general plan for land use 
development within its boundaries that includes, among other things, a housing element. That law requires the 
planning agency of a city or county to provide, by April 1 of each year, an annual report to, among other entities, the 
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Department of Housing and Community Development that includes, among other specified information, the number 
of applications submitted, the location and total number of developments approved, the number of building permits 
issued, and the number of units constructed pursuant to a specific streamlined, ministerial approval process. This 
bill would, commencing January 1, 2023, require a planning agency to include in that annual report specified 
information on costs, standards, and applications for proposed housing development projects and specified 
information on housing development projects within the jurisdiction. The bill, commencing January 1, 2023, would 
authorize the department to assess the accuracy of the information submitted as part of the annual report and, if it 
determines that any report submitted to it by a planning agency contains inaccurate information, require that the 
planning agency correct that inaccuracy.  
 
SB 617 (Wiener D) Residential solar energy systems: permitting.         
Summary: Would require every city and county to implement an online, automated permitting platform that 
verifies code compliance and instantaneously issues permits for a residential photovoltaic solar energy system and 
an energy storage system paired with a residential photovoltaic solar energy system, as specified. The bill would 
require a city or county to amend a certain ordinance to authorize a residential solar energy system and an energy 
storage system to use the online, automated permitting platform. The bill would prescribe a compliance schedule 
for satisfying these requirements, which would exempt a city or county with a population of less than 10,000. 
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